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dies while in the service, the amount to his
credit in the retirement fund is paid to his
legal heirs.
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IIVIL WAR IN AMER-
ICA, the great struggle
XX from 1861 to 1865 be-
tween the Southern and
the Northern states of
the Union. The funda-
mental cause of the war
was the growth of the
institution of slavery in
the South, after it had
long been practically
abolished in the North.
This led to important
differences of economic
and political opinion
and, especially, to the
emphasis in the South of
	the   principle   of   states'
rights. The natural outgrowth of such a
belief was the doctrine of secession, and this
was ultimately adopted. Between December
20, 1860, and February 1, 1861, the seven
states of South Carolina, Mississippi, Flor-
ida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas
passed ordinances of secession. On Febru-
ary 4, the government of the Confederate
States of America was organized, and by
July four other states, Virginia, North Car-
olina, Tennessee and Arkansas, had joined
this new union.
In spite of numerous attempts at compro-
mise, the war was meantime opened by the
seizure on the part of Southern states of
United States forts and arsenals, a step
which had been made easy by the Southern
sympathies of members of Buchanan's Cab-
inet. The first gun was fired at Fort Sum-
ter, in the harbor of Charleston, S. C., on
April 12, 1861, and the fort surrendered on
the same day. Immediately after this event
(April 15), President Lincoln called for
75,000 volunteers and declared the coast of
the Southern states to be under blockade.
The Confederacy also issued a call for volun-
teers and retaliated for the blockade by issu-
ing letters of marque and reprisal.
The border states of Missouri, Kentucky,
Maryland and Delaware were of immense
importance to both parties, and steps were
immediately taken to secure control of them.
They at first remained neutral, but they later
joined the Union cause..
The Year 1861.    The first real military
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movements of the war occurred in the west-
ern part of Virginia, each government de-
siring to hold this territory as a buffer
against the operations of the other. The
Confederates were soon driven from the re-
gion by General McClellan. The next im-
portant event was the first Battle of Bull
Run, which resulted from an attempt on the
part of General Irving McDowell to begin
a campaign for the capture of Virginia. It
resulted in a disastrous Federal defeat.
Thereafter, General McClellan was called
—Confederate Advance
— Confederate R&treaJfc^
>— Federal Advance'

FIRST INVASION OF THE NORTH
from West Virginia to take charge of the
Federal troops, but he occupied the re-
mainder of the year in increasing, drilling
and equipping his force. A Federal force
under Benjamin F. Butler suffered an im-
portant defeat at Big Bethel, and another
force was almost completely destroyed at
Bail's Bluff. Meantime, the State of Mis-
souri was being saved to the Union by the
activity of General Lyon, and in spite of a
severe defeat at Wilson's Creek, in 'which
Lyon was killed, the Federals under General

